
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
2559/2026          08.07.2026 
 
Dear Secretary General, 
 
We write to you on behalf of the Turkish Medical Association (TTB) regarding the continued 
detention of fourteen Palestinian doctors from Gaza — including hospital directors, heads of 
surgery, and senior specialists — whose situation is documented in the enclosed “Call to 
Action” issued by Physicians for Human Rights Israel (PHRI) on 30 April 2025. Most are 
held without formal charge, under Israel's Unlawful Combatants Law, for periods ranging 
from several months to more than two years. The detained doctors are: 
 

1. Dr. Musab Samaan – General physician, Al-Aqsa Hospital; detained 16 February 2024. 
2. Dr. Omar Amar – Obstetrician/gynecologist; detained 3 March 2024. 
3. Dr. Ahmad Musa – Surgeon, Nasser Hospital; detained 16 February 2024. 
4. Dr. Nahad Abu Taima – Head of Surgery, Nasser Hospital; detained 16 February 2024. 
5. Dr. Medhat Abu Tabng'a – Head of Surgery, Indonesian Hospital; detained 3 March 

2024. 
6. Dr. Husam Abu Safiya – Director, Kamal Adwan Hospital; detained 27 December 

2024. 
7. Dr. Murad Alkuka – Orthopedic specialist, Al-Shifa Hospital; detained 18 March 2024. 
8. Dr. Mahmud Hallak – Intensive care physician, Nasser Hospital; detained 16 February 

2024. 
9. Dr. Hamza Abu Sabha – Orthopedic physician, Nasser Hospital; detained 16 February 

2024. 
10. Dr. Ahmad Shahada – Cardiologist, Nasser Hospital; detained 16 February 2024. 
11. Dr. Hassan Almukayed – Vascular surgeon, Kamal Adwan Hospital; detained 25 

October 2024. 
12. Dr. Raed Mahdi – Pediatrician, Al-Dorra Hospital; detained 7 December 2023. 
13. Dr. Akram Abu Odeh – Head of Orthopedics, Indonesian Hospital; detained 22 

November 2023. 
14. Dr. Muhammad Ubaid – Surgeon, Kamal Adwan and Al-Awda Hospitals; detained 

October 2024. 
 



As the WMA is well aware, it has repeatedly and rightly addressed this crisis. Since its 
resolution adopted at the Helsinki General Assembly in October 2024 calling for the 
protection of healthcare personnel and facilities and the release of hostages, the WMA has: 
called, through its President, for the whereabouts and health status of detained physicians — 
including Dr. Abu Safiya — to be disclosed (January 2025); adopted a further resolution at its 
Porto General Assembly (October 2025) calling on Constituent Members to condemn attacks 
on healthcare personnel and asking the World Health Organization to assess the full extent of 
the damage to Gaza's health workforce; written directly to Israel's Prime Minister, Mr. 
Benjamin Netanyahu, demanding due process and fair trial guarantees or, failing that, 
unconditional release for detained health professionals, together with humane treatment and 
access to healthcare (November 2025); and, most recently, reiterated United Nations 
independent experts' call for Dr. Abu Safiya's immediate release amid reports of severe 
torture, renewing its call for the release of all detained healthcare workers (April 2026).  
 
Despite this sustained engagement, the situation of Dr. Hussam Abu Safiya, Director of 
Kamal Adwan Hospital, illustrates how urgently these calls remain unanswered. Following a 
visit by his lawyer, it was revealed that he had lost more than 40 kilograms, was suffering 
from cardiac arrhythmia, his glasses were broken and had not been replaced, and he was not 
being taken out into the daylight. In October 2025, the Israeli government announced a six-
month postponement of the hearing of his case. Subsequently, on 28 April 2026, the 
Beersheba District Court ruled to extend Dr. Abu Safiya's detention — without any formal 
charges being brought against him — under the Unlawful Combatants Law. His lawyer 
revealed that Israeli authorities had placed Dr. Abu Safiya in solitary confinement in a single-
person cell at Nafha Prison in the south, effective 3 June 2026. On 2 July, attorney Nasser 
Odeh, the lawyer representing him, met with Dr. Abu Safiya at the underground Rakefet 
facility in Nitzan Prison, and it was reported to the international community that Dr. Abu 
Safiya's health had deteriorated: he was reportedly too exhausted to speak during the meeting, 
experienced intermittent loss of consciousness, and exhibited injuries around his eyes, ears, 
neck, and head, raising serious concerns for his life. 
 
Despite all these initiatives, the Government of Israel has failed to respond to these appeals or 
to take the necessary steps. Likewise, the Israel Medical Association (IMA), apart from a 
limited number of public statements, has not taken an active role in addressing the detention 
and treatment of Palestinian doctors. At this critical juncture, Dr. Abu Safiya fears for his 
own life as his health steadily deteriorates before the international community. This is 
emblematic of the situation facing the other thirteen doctors named above, and of Gaza's 
healthcare system as a whole, which has collapsed under the strain of the conflict, with 
hospital capacity nearly halved and thousands of critically ill patients — including children 
— unable to access life-saving treatment. 
 
A colleague of all of us now faces the risk of losing his life, before the eyes of the entire 
international community, as a result of ill-treatment and lack of access to medical care. In 



light of this, and out of a shared sense of professional and ethical responsibility, the Turkish 
Medical Association respectfully puts forward the following two calls to the World Medical 
Association: 
First, we urge the WMA to issue an immediate and public call to the Government of Israel 
and other relevant authorities to (i) guarantee all fourteen detained doctors named above 
immediate access to urgent, independent medical care — including, where torture or ill-
treatment is alleged, a medical evaluation conducted in accordance with the Istanbul Protocol 
— and (ii) secure their immediate and unconditional release, in the absence of any formal 
charge or trial consistent with due process. 
 
We also call on the WMA to urge the Israel Medical Association to adopt, and to publicly 
affirm, a stance consistent with the fundamental principles of medical ethics — including the 
WMA Declaration of Geneva and the Declaration of Tokyo — with respect to the treatment 
of these detained colleagues, and to call upon its own government to end the mistreatment of, 
and pressure on, detained Palestinian doctors. 
 
We have written this letter out of a sense of moral and professional responsibility, given the 
urgency of the situation and the serious risk to the life of Dr. Abu Safiya and his detained 
colleagues. We respectfully ask the WMA to consider this call and, if it deems appropriate, to 
issue it as an official public statement, so that this message may reach the international 
community without delay. 
 
Kind regards, 
 

 
Prof. Dr. Pınar Saip 
President 
Turkish Medical Association 
 
 


