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Subject: Urgent Concerns Regarding Attacks on Civilians, Forced Displacement, and Acute
Health Emergencies in Northern Syria

Dear Sir or Madam.

We are writing to respectfully bring to the attention of our deep concern regarding recent
developments in Syria that pose severe and interconnected threats to civilian life, public health.
and international security.

Reports of ongoing attacks targeting civilian populations and critical infrastructure, including
wheat silos essential for food security, are deeply alarming. Such actions not only violate
fundamental humanitarian principles but also directly contribute to hunger, malnutrition, and
preventable disease among already vulnerable communities. The destruction of food supply
systems has immediate and long-term consequences for population health and survival.

These attacks are forcing large numbers of civilians to flee their homes, creating a situation of
mass forced displacement that constitutes a major public health emergency. Displaced populations
face heightened risks of infectious disease. lack of access to clean water and sanitation, disruption
of chronic disease management, maternal and child health complications, and profound
psychological trauma. Overcrowded and unsafe living conditions further exacerbate these risks
and overwhelm already fragile health systems.

According to reports shared by the Kurdish Red Crescent, the humanitarian situation in the
Rojava region has deteriorated to a critical level. Severe cold weather conditions, combined with
displacement and lack of adequate shelter, have reportedly led to the deaths of five children. In
addition. access to life-sustaining medical services has been gravely compromised: it has been
reported that dialysis services are no longer available, placing patients with kidney failure at
immediate risk of death. According to reports shared by the Kurdish Red Crescent, the disruption
of life-sustaining medical services is further compounded by prolonged electricity outages and
fuel shortages. These conditions critically affect the operation of dialysis units, oxygen delivery
systems, and neonatal incubators, placing patients with kidney failure and vulnerable newborns at
immediate risk.These developments represent acute and preventable medical emergencies.

In this context, the establishment of safe and sustained humanitarian corridors is urgently needed.
Such corridors are essential to ensure the delivery of food. medical supplies. fuel. and emergency
health services, as well as the evacuation of critically ill patients. Without guaranteed
humanitarian access, preventable deaths will continue to occur, particularly among children,
newborns. and patients dependent on life-sustaining treatments.

Of particular concern is the reported release or escape of ISIS militants from detention facilities.
These individuals have previously carried out acts of terror and mass violence worldwide.,
resulting in significant loss of life and long-term psychological harm. Their potential re-
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emergence raises serious concerns not only for regional stability but also for global public safety
and mental health, increasing the risk of renewed cycles of violence and insecurity.

As an organization dedicated to (medical ethics, human rights, and the protection of health in
times of conflict). your voice is of critical importance. We respectfully call you to:

Publicly condemn attacks on civilians and essential civilian infrastructure, including food
and health-related systems:

Draw urgent attention to the severe health consequences of forced displacement and
extreme living conditions:

Highlight the immediate medical risks arising from the interruption of critical treatments
such as dialysis:

Emphasize the obligations of all parties under international humanitarian law to protect
civilian populations and ensure access to medical care:

Call for the immediate establishment of safe and unhindered humanitarian corridors to
allow access to medical care, essential supplies, and emergency evacuations.

Emphasize the need for the current ceasefire to be upheld and translated into a durable and
sustained cessation of hostilities, without which civilian protection and health system
recovery remain impossible.

Advocate for international accountability and coordinated action to prevent further loss of
life.

The global medical community has a moral and professional responsibility to speak out when
conditions threaten life, dignity, and health on such a scale. Silence in the face of these
developments risks normalizing practices that undermine humanitarian law and global health
security.

Thank you for your attention to this urgent matter. We trust that your respectful organization will
continue to uphold its leadership role in defending humanity worldwide.

Yours sincerely,

Prof.Dr. Alpay Azap
President
Turkish Medical Association



