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Energy policies can affect health negative

Energy policies affect health 3 
main areas:

1. Community health
• Disorders 

• Diseases 

• Injuries/disabilities

• Premature deaths

2. Occupational health &
safety 

3. Climate change

The health of society is 
affected by the pollution 
caused by energy 
production/consumption:

• Air pollution

• Water pollution

• Soil pollution

• Noise pollution

• Electromagnetic fields 



Scientists have been warning society about the 
health effects of energy policies for decades
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Turkey’s key energy policy objectives
(2014-2018)



10th National Development Plan (2014-2018):

• «Domestic coal resources will be 
transformed into electricity by the 
private sector.»

• «Exploration activities to 
determine the potential of lignite 
coal will be maximized.»

• «It is targeted that the production 
of lignite-based energy will be 
increased to 60 billion kWh by 
2018 from 39 billion kWh in 2012»

• «The coal reserves will be 
increased by accelerating the 
search for it.»

• National energy strategy aims to 

increase the usage of coal.

• This strategy ignores 3 important 

issues related to public health:

• Health issues (Disease, 

premature death etc.)

• Occupational health and safety

• Climate changes 



PM 
emissions 
in Turkey 
are rising 
rapidly

European Environment Agency, https://www.eea.europa.eu/data-and-maps/dashboards/air-pollutant-emissions-data-viewer

https://www.eea.europa.eu/data-and-maps/dashboards/air-pollutant-emissions-data-viewer


Air pollution is a 
big problem 
around industrial 
zone in Turkey.



In Turkey, the 

annual mean of 

PM10 level is 

higher than 

WHO’s limit 

value in all 

cities except 

Rize
(01.11.2017-30.10.2017).

Türk Toraks Derneği



People who live near 

coal-fired power plants 

have health risks from 

power plant pollution.

«Respiratory functions 

of study participants 

were significantly lower 

than those of the 

control group who live 

30 km away from plant»



Ministry of Health: 

«It has been 

determined that there 

is a risk of 

lung cancer due to 

air pollution 

around some 

coal-fired thermal 

power plants.» 

Türkiye'nin kanser haritası çıkarılıyor,

http://www.hurriyet.com.tr/turkiyenin-

kanser-haritasi-cikariliyor-125796

Coal plants map, http://en.karaatlas.org/map/

http://www.hurriyet.com.tr/turkiyenin-kanser-haritasi-cikariliyor-125796
http://en.karaatlas.org/map/




Occupational accidents increased in coal industry 
especially in private sector 

Yilmaz, F. The Relationship between Privatization and Occupational Safety in Coal Industry in 

Turkey; A Statistical Review of Coal Mine Accidents; JSRR, 5(4): 265-274, 2015 



The case of coal workers‘ pneumoconiosis (KİP) increases
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TMA strongly 
supports the phase 
out of coal

Turkey needs to immediately 

stop subsidising fossil fuels and 

set up an effective action plan 

for cleaner air.


