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The Rt Hon. James Cleverly MP

Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Affairs
Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office

King Charles Street

London

SW1A 2AH

Sent via email
10 November 2022

Re. Urgent call for the release of Professor Sebnem Korur Fincanci, President of the Turkish
Medical Association (TMA) from arbitrary detention and indictment.

Dear Foreign Secretary,

| am writing to you on behalf of the British Medical Association to draw your attention to the
worrying case of our Turkish colleague, Professor Sebnem Korur Fincanci, President of the Turkish
Medical Association (TMA), who has been arbitrarily detained since 26 October 2022. | urge you to
make representations to the Turkish Government to call for her immediate release and for the
Government to respect the independence of the TMA.

Professor Fincanci was arrested after she publicly called for an independent investigation into the
alleged use of chemical weapons by the Turkish military in Northern Iraq during a live TV interview
on 19 October 2022. The Ankara 3rd Criminal Court ordered her arrest on charges of “spreading
propaganda for a terrorist organisation.”

We work regularly with Professor Fincanci in the framework of the activities of the World Medical
Association (WMA), of which both our organisations are members. She participates in WMA's
activities as an anti-torture expert and qualified physician with long-standing commitments to
human rights and the ethical values of our profession.

Launching a criminal investigation against Professor Fincanci simply because she called for an inquiry
into allegations of the use of banned weapons violates her right to freedom of expression and
contravenes the Turkish authorities’ duty to protect human rights in accordance with its
international commitments. It also threatens to violate fundamental principles of medical
impartiality and neutrality: the binding obligation on doctors and other health professionals to focus
on health and wellbeing beyond narrow partisan interests.

The Ankara Prosecutor General’s Office has since taken further action against the TMA, and on 30
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October, initiated legal proceedings to dismiss TMA Council Members, for their actions or
statements in favour of “terrorist organisations”.

In response to Professor Fincancl’s ongoing detention and indictment, UN human rights experts have
urged Turkish authorities to stop using counter-terrorism legislation to discredit and intimidate
human rights defenders and groups. In their recent statement, the UN Special Rapporteurs have said
that such attacks “interrupt vital human rights and medical work” and “undermine the rule of law
and encroach upon fundamental freedoms and democratic values”. The UN have called for the
immediate and unconditional release of Professor Fincanci and for an end to the incessant judicial
harassment and targeting that she has been subjected to for her legitimate human rights activities.
The BMA joins these calls and condemns any attempts to remove her from post as the President of
the TMA.

We have worked for decades with the TMA and have enduring respect for its commitment to
healthrelated human rights. Yet the Turkish Government has repeatedly threatened its integrity.
These threats form a consistent part of the Government’s attempt to undermine Turkish civil society
more broadly. In October 2020, the WMA adopted unanimously a Resolution calling for the TMA’s
protection as a national independent association and as the main representative body of all
physicians in the country.

These deliberate acts of coercion by the State authorities against the medical profession in Turkey
are a matter of grave concern for the global health and human rights community. We believe that an
intervention on your part with the Turkish authorities in support of Professor Fincanci and for the
independence of TMA would make a difference and usefully contribute to the safeguarding of
international ethical standards of the medical profession. It would also send a clear message on the
importance of upholding human rights and fundamental freedoms in all circumstances and in
accordance with international human rights standards and instruments ratified by Turkey.

We thank you in advance for your prompt action.

Yours sincerely,

Dr Latifa Patel
Chair of BMA Representative Body
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Sayin James Cleverly

Disisleri, Milletler Toplulugu ve Kalkinma islerinden Sorumlu Devlet Bakani
King Charles Street

London

SW1A 2AH

E-posta ile gonderilmistir
10 Kasim 2022

ilgi: Turk Tabipleri Birligi (TTB) Baskani Prof. Dr. Sebnem Korur Fincancr’nin keyfi tutuklulugunun ve
suglanmasinin sona erdirilmesi icin acil ¢cagri.

Sayin Disisleri Bakani,

Size, 26 Ekim 2022 tarihinden beri keyfi bir sekilde hapishanede tutulan, Tirk Tabipleri Birligi (TTB)
Baskani, Tiirk meslektasimiz Prof. Dr. Sebnem Korur Fincanci’nin endise verici durumuna dikkatinizi
¢ekmek icin Britanya Tabipler Odasi adina yaziyorum. Kendisinin derhal serbest birakilmasi ve
Tirkiye Hikimetinin, TTB’nin bagimsizligina saygl géstermesi konusunda sizi, Hikiimet ile temasa
gecmeye davet ediyorum.

Prof. Dr. Fincanci, 19 Ekim 2022 tarihinde bir televizyon canli yayininda verdigi réportajda Tirk
ordusunun Kuzey Irak’ta kimyasal silah kullandigl iddialari (zerine bagimiz bir sorusturma
ylratdlmesi icin acitk cagrida bulunmasinin ardindan tutuklandi. Ankara 3. Agir Ceza Mahkemesi
“terdr Orgltliniin propagandasini yapmak” suglamasiyla kendisinin tutuklanmasina karar verdi.

ikimizin de kurumlarinin lyesi oldugu Diinya Tabipler Birligi (DTB) etkinlikleri cercevesinde Prof. Dr.
Fincanci ile dlzenli olarak galismalarda bulunuruz. Kendisi, meslegimizin etik degerlerine ve insan
haklarina uzun siredir bagli olan bir iskence karsiti uzman ve deneyimli hekim olarak DTB’nin
etkinliklerine katilmaktadir.

Yasaklanmis silahlarin kullanildigi iddialarina yonelik bir arastirma yapilmasi ¢agrisinda bulundu diye
Prof. Dr. Fincanci'ya karsi adli sorusturma baslatilmasi kendisinin ifade 6zglrliiglini ihlal etmekte ve
Turkiye’nin uluslararasi baghliklari geregi Turk makamlarinin insan haklarini koruma gorevleriyle
uyumsuzluk gostermektedir. Bu adli sorusturma ayrica, hekimler ve diger saglik ¢alisanlarinin dar
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partizan c¢ikarlarin 6tesinde sagliga ve esenlige odaklanmalarini gerektiren baglayici sorumluluklarini,
yani tip mesleginin temel ilkeleri olan tarafsizigi ve baglh olmamayi ihlal etme tehlikesini
tasimaktadir.

Ankara Cumhuriyet Bagsavciligl bu olaylarin ardindan TTB’nin daha da fazla lzerine giderek 30 Ekim
tarihinde, TTB Merkez Konsey Uyelerini gorevlerinden uzaklastirmak igin “terér 6rgitld” lehine
eylemlerde ya da agiklamalarda bulunmak suglamasiyla hukuki stire¢ baslatmistir.

BM insan haklari raportorleri, Prof. Dr. Fincanc’nin devam eden tutuklulugu ve suglanmasina tepki
olarak Tirk makamlarini, terérle micadele kanununu insan haklari savunuculari ve gruplarini
itibarsizlastirmak ve yildirmak amacli kullanmaktan vazge¢cmeleri icin ¢cagrida bulunmustur. Kisa siire
dnce yaptiklari aciklamada BM Ozel Raportérleri bu saldirilarin Prof. Dr. Fincanci’nin “insan haklari ve
tip ile ilgili hayati 6nemdeki islerinin sekteye ugratiimasi” amaci tasidigini ve “hukukun GstiinlGgliniin
altini oydugunu ve temel 6zgirliklerle demokratik degerleri cignendigini” belirtmislerdir. BM, Prof.
Dr. Fincanc’'nin derhal ve kosulsuz olarak serbest birakilmasi ve kendisinin mesru insan haklari
miicadelesi sonucunda sirekli olarak maruz birakildigi hedef gosterme ve yargl eliyle yildirma
cabalarina bir son verilmesi ¢agrisinda bulunmustur. BTB bu cagrilara katilmakta ve kendisinin TTB
Baskanhgi gorevinden uzaklastiriimasina dénik tiim girisimleri kinamaktadir.

Onlarca yil boyunca TTB ile birlikte ¢alistik ve TTB’nin saglikla ilgili insan haklari konusunda gosterdigi
cabalara uzun siiredir saygi duyuyoruz. Ne var ki Tlrkiye hiikiimeti tekrar ve tekrar TTB’nin durusuna
karsi tehditkar tavir sergilemistir. Bu tehditkar tavir Tlrkiye sivil toplumunun altini oymaya doniik,
Hikiimet’'in daha kapsamli olan girisimlerinin siiregen bir pargasini olusturmaktadir. Ekim 2020
tarihinde DTB oybirligi ile kabul ettigi bir kararda TTB’nin bagimsiz ulusal bir birlik ve Glkedeki tim
hekimleri temsil eden asil 6rglit olarak korunmasi ¢agrisi yapmistir.

Turkiye’de tip meslegine karsi devlet makamlarinin kasitli olarak gosterdigi bu baski eylemleri kiresel
saglk ve insan haklari topluluklari icin derin bir endise konusudur. Prof. Dr. Fincanci’nin ve TTB’nin
bagimsizliginin desteklenmesi icin Tirk makamlari nezdinde tarafinizca yapilacak girisimlerin bir fark
yaratacagina ve tip mesleginin uluslararasi etik standartlarinin korunmasina olumlu bir katki
sunacagina inaniyoruz. Yapacaginiz girisimler ayrica, Tlrkiye’nin altina imza atmis bulundugu
uluslararasi insan haklari standartlari ve araclariyla uyumlu bigcimde, her kosul altinda insan
haklarinin ve temel 6zgirliklerin korunmasinin 6nemine dair acik bir mesaj géndermis olacaktir.

Hizla harekete gegeceginiz icin simdiden tesekkirlerimizi sunariz.

Saygilarimla,

APl

Dr. Latifa Patel
BTB Temsilciler Kurulu Baskani
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