2 June 2013
DISPROPORTIONATE USE OF FORCE CANNOT BE ACCEPTED! 
RESULT OF POLICE TERROR: THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE ARE INJURED INCLUDING 20 SERIOUS CASES 
There is support throughout Turkey to protest demonstrations that started in İstanbul against the intention of the ruling government to build a shopping mall to replace a public park in city’s Taksim Square. 

The intervention by security forces to hundreds of thousands of demonstrators gathering to support the protest action in Taksim and to stand against the oppressive policies of the Government took extremely harsh forms. 
The police responded to demonstrators using their democratic right by intensive use of pepper gas and gas capsules and plastic bullets hitting people’s heads and eyes. 
According to information extracted by the Medical Chamber of Istanbul from the Provincial Directorate of Health, now there are 26 persons under urgent care in various hospitals in the city, 2 of them under the risk of
 death and 5 under intensive care. Including those receiving outpatient care for some minor injuries, 1500 persons applied to health facilities in the course of events. 
In Ankara, our colleagues in hospitals informed the Ankara Medical Chamber there are at least 1000 persons injured and the state of 15 of these persons is serious. A young person in Ankara Numune Hospital seriously injured on his head after a police assaults is now struggling for life.   

According to information provided by the İzmir Medical Chamber there were 800 persons with injuries applying to hospitals, 60 of whom being transferred by ambulances. 
It is known that there are many injuries in other provinces as well. 
Injuries are mostly caused by disproportionate and targeted use of pressure water, shooting pepper gas capsules directly at people and shooting of plastic bullets from short distances. There are many citizens losing their eyes as a result of these acts by the police. Also there are many cases of skull fracture and cerebral hemorrhage. 
It has become a serious public health problem that pepper gas known to be harmful to human health and may trigger fatal consequences in case of some already existing diseases is used in an uncontrolled manner in many public demonstrations. Still, there are claims that some other gasses whose composition is yet unknown are also used. As the issue is so closely related to human health, the Ministry of Interior has to make a statement urgently and share with the public information about the chemical component of gases used by the police. 
The skill of a ruling government that claims to be in its period of “mastery” should not take the form of attacking its people. Uncontrolled police violence should be stopped immediately. 
Information about the health status of citizens injured during events will be shared with the public as they come in. 
Turkish Medical Association
Central Council 

  

3 June 2013 
URGENT
Stop this violence! 
Hundreds of citizens were injured including some fatal cases as a result of brutal police intervention to an action of environmental sensitivity that started peacefully in Gezi Public Park in Taksim Square-İstanbul. The intervention of the police went much beyond the term “disproportionate” assuming the form of totally unlawful punishment/revenge operation. 
There are hundreds of cases of injury and detention following police attack to protestors in Ankara as well as in some other provinces including Adana, Eskişehir and Gaziantep. People in neighbourhoods rushed out to streets to express their protest and reaction. 
The attitude of the police causes serious concerns in terms of citizens’ well-being and health. 
This is our urgent call to authorities and the police: Stop this violence now and avoid causing new injuries and deaths! 
Turkish Medical Association
Central Council 
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ANKARA MEDICAL CHAMBER
PRESS RELEASE
1 June 2013
 
A balance sheet of demonstrations in Güvenpark-Kızılay Square on Saturday, June 1st. 
Supporting demonstrations in İstanbul protesting against the steps taken for building a shopping mall in the place of a public park in Taksim, the people of Ankara rushed to Güven Park in Kızılay Square starting from the early hours of the day. The Turkish Medical Association, Ankara Medical Chamber and students of medicine started their march from Demirtepe to Kızılay at 15.30. 
Thousands of people marched on various routes leading to Kızılay Square Kızılay with their protesting claps and slogans demanding the resignation of the Government and Prime Minister, calling for solidarity against fascism and “all places are Taksim and there is resistance in all places”. 
The police resorted to intensive use of gas against demonstrators. There are many injuries, including serious ones as a result of police attack. Some injuries are fatal. 
According to information reaching the crisis desk of the Ankara Medical Chamber, details related to injuries caused by disproportionate use of force by security forces starting from early in the morning are as follows: 
-          Dışkapı Yıldırım Beyazıt Hospital: 12 injured; one case of head trauma. 
-          Numune Hospital: 30 injured; one heavy head trauma (Ethem Sarısülük)
-          İbni Sina Hospital: 25 injured; two cases of cerebral hemorrhage, one subdural hematoma (hemorrhage in brain membranes) and one with a capsule on head.
-          Ankara Hospital: 7 injured
-          Hacettepe Hospital: 25 injured; one frontal fracture and subdural hematoma, one maxilla (upper chin) fracture, one case of eye loss; one policeman hit by a toma vehicle is lightly injured. 
-          Bayındır Kavaklıdere Hospital: 2 injured; one having head trauma.
-          Bayındır Söğütözü Hospital: pelvic fracture caused by gas capsule. 
-          Çağ Hospital: 70 injured; mostly burns caused by capsules and tissue damage, 4 cases of fracture in various parts; 4 cases of skull fracture, one being open (Dilan Ece, student of medicine in Ankara University)
-          Medicana Hospital: 30 injured policeman, 1 injured demonstrator
-          Akay Hospital: 105 injured
-          Over 100 injured people were brought to urgent care infirmaries set up by various mass organizations and political parties. A military officer in Presidential Guard was referred to the Military Hospital GATA while unconscious with 2 fractures. 
-          Ankara Medical Chamber infirmary: 7 injured persons, one having a heavy head trauma. 
With the exception of last night’s figures the total account in Ankara is at least 414 injuries, 15 of them being serious. 
All injuries are in forms of direct trauma and burns caused by capsules shot by the police, having been run over by TOMA vehicles, injuries caused by stones thrown by the police and falls while running away from gas. 
Today, a democratic protest action fully peaceful and involving no violence at all was targeted by the heavy assault and armed intervention of the police. 
Witnesses report that the police used gas capsules as bullets by aiming at heads and eyes of protestors. 

Today, Ankara experienced the terror of security forces, Ministry of Interior and Government. 
Shooting gas capsules by aiming at head is full attempt to murder. It is a crime. Then who gave the order? Somebody must be held accountable for this. 
Gas made Kızılay square and its vicinity unbreathable; houses, work places were filled with gas. There are people with asthma and heart problems living in these houses and. Lives of thousands of citizens were risked on purpose. This is a crime. Then who gave the order? Somebody must be held accountable for this. 
Today, the streets of Ankara were dominated by police terror. Somebody must be held accountable for this. 
Correction: The press release by the Ankara Medical Chamber on 1 June 2013 included information that “police was trying to detain injured protestors applying to Ankara Güven Hospital. The Hospital sent an explanation to our Chamber on June 2 that there was no such case and appropriate medical care is given to all persons applying to the hospital without any distinction. 
