

TÜRKİYE

13 September 2013

STRANGE REPLY TO THE QUESTION “HOW MANY PERSONS BECAME BLIND?” 

Medical Rhetoric!  
The Security asked Turkish Medical Association “Who are 12 persons you say lost their eyes in Gezi demonstrations?” and the Association replied “information is anonymous” 
News Centre

One of the most debated issues related to Gezi Park events was the assertions that 12 persons became blind as a result of police violence. This assertion derived from statements made by the Turkish Medical Association. The General Directorate of Security investigated who these people were and could reach only 3 such persons. Upon this finding, the General Directorate of Security sent a letter to the Association asking the names of persons allegedly lost their eyes. In its writing the Security said the following: “Our investigations revealed that unfortunately 3 citizens lost their eyes. We could not reach, as Security and with other institutions we contacted, the remaining 9 persons that you claim to have lost their eyes as well.”  

· The reply of the Association to this request was rather strange. The Turkish Medical Association that is expected to base the figures it shares on concrete information said this information was “anonymous”.  The reply by the organization goes on: “Health problems that emerged during Gezi Part events and demonstrations that followed countrywide as a result of violence used by the police were assessed on the basis of information and data provided by our colleagues and local chambers of medicine.  Information thus provided is largely anonymous devoid of personal information relating to individuals involved.” The Turkish Medical Association also added that “Even if there were records, they would not be disclosed as required by patients’ rights to health services without any discrimination and obligation to keep patient information confidential.” 
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