

TMA’s Gezi Silence
The Security asked the Turkish Medical Association the names of 12 persons claimed to have lost their eyes during demonstrations as a result of gas canisters used by the police as stated in its report. When the TMA, giving provinces and numbers, declined to supply the names of persons concerned, the Security could reach only 3 wounded persons.

The Turkish Medical Association (TMA) prepared and shared with the public a report about persons wounded during Gezi Park demonstrations where it said 12 persons have lost their eyes as a result of police violence. The General Directorate of Security sent an official letter to the TMA asking the names of persons wounded in order to start investigation about those who are responsible only to receive an interesting reply. The TMA said, in its reply, information is “anonymous” and they wouldn’t give names even if they had. 

NO INFORMATION ABOUT 9 PERSONS 

The General Directorate of Security (GDS) started an investigation upon media news “12 persons lost their eyes as a result of police intervention to Gezi Park demonstrations.” The GDS asked the TMA the names of persons claimed to have lost their eyes. In its own investigation the GDS could reach only 3 of these persons and asked for TMA’s cooperation to reach the remaining 9. 
“ANONYMOUS INFORMATION WITHOUT PERSONAL DETAILS”

In its reply to the GDS, the association said, “There are 6 persons İstanbul, 4 in Ankara and 1 Antalya with serious wounds in their eyes. This information was obtained from physicians and local chambers of medicine in anonymous form without the identities of persons concerned. Even if there were records including identities, they would not be disclosed as required by patients’ rights and principles of confidentiality.”  So information about people losing their eyes remained limited with only 3 cases. 
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