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AS PLAINLY VISIBLE
The lies of Turkish Medical Association that provoked Gezi demonstrations with its statements are now plainly visible. To the General Directorate of Security asking about “12 persons losing their eyes in demonstrations” the TMA replied “We have no information and we wouldn’t give it even if we had.”

SECURITY: 3

TMA: 12
· In its report made public after the events, the TMA had said 8,000 people were wounded and 12 persons lost their eyes after being hit by tear gas canisters. Identifying 3 persons losing their eyes, the Security applied to the TMA ‘to settle the number, identify those who are responsible and to give correct information to the public.  
ADMITTANCE OF “NO RECORD” 

· In its reply to the Security, the TMA informed that there were 12 persons in İstanbul, Ankara and Antalya with serious wounds in their eyes. Saying this information was obtained from ‘physicians’ and ‘chambers of medicine’ in anonymous form, the TMA added, “Even if there were records, they would not be disclosed as required by patients’ rights and principles of confidentiality.”  
By Cihan Akıncı
There are wounded, but no names!
Medical Association, prove your assertion

The Turkish Medical Association claiming that 12 persons lost their eyes during Gezi Park demonstration turned back when the Security asked the names of these persons. Stating that they considered information reaching them as correct, the TMA says “we wouldn’t give out even if we had the names.” Since the Association earlier gave the number of people wounded in demonstrations as 8,000, this latest attitude raised doubts about its figures. 

It became evident that the Turkish Medical Association’s (TMA) assertion that 12 persons lost their eyes as a result of tear gas capsules during demonstrations was based on ‘anonymous’ information and it actually has no information about wounded people.  During demonstrations that spread over the country first starting with a protest to the transformation of Taksim Gezi Park activists in various provinces had clashes with the police. Activists attacking the police with stones, clubs and skyrockets were stopped by the police using pressure water and tear gas. During these events some demonstrators were wounded by tear gas capsules. 
Lately, the Turkish Medical Association made a stamen that 12 persons lost their eyes after police intervention.  When the General Directorate of Security asked the Association the names of activists losing their eyes, the truth became clear. It then became apparent there was no information about the identity of 9 out of 12 persons and the Association had made its statement by considering each reported case as correct.  In fact, there were only 3 people losing their eyes according to the records of the Security. The TMA had also given the number of people wounded in demonstrations as 8,000. 
PHYSICIANS SAY 12 WHILE SECURITY GIVES IT AS 3    
 In the TMA report issued after Gezi Park events, the number of demonstrators losing their eyes was stated as 12. The General Directorate of Security, on the other hand, could reach 3 such cases and asked information about the remaining 9 ‘to find those who are responsible and inform the public correctly.’ The TMA reply to this request by the Security was rather interesting. The TMA stated that 6 persons in İstanbul, 4 in Ankara and 1 in Antalya lost their eyes, but adding that information about wounded people was collected from local physicians and medical chambers ‘anonymously’.       [image: image1.png]



