
TURKISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION
CENTRAL COUNCIL

22 August 2013

To 
MINISTRY OF INTERIOR
General Directorate of Security 

In your reference writing, it is said there are media news, referring to our Association’s report that there are 12 persons losing their eyes as a result of police intervention to Gezi Park demonstrations, that your General Directorate could identify 3 of these persons and our association is asked to supply information on the remaining 9 persons for finding perpetrators and informing the public correctly.  
As Turkish Medical Association, we tried to make and account of health problems emerging during Gezi Park demonstrations which were almost totally caused by police violence on the basis of information supplied by our member chambers and individual physicians. Information thus collected  was updated as of 16:00 hours on 1 August 2013 and can be found at http://www.ttb.org.tr/index.php/Haberler/veri-3944.html According to information obtained, 6 persons in Istanbul, 4 persons in Ankara and 1 person in Antalya lost their eyes during these events.  
It is well known that health problems emerging as a result of police intervention are not confined to sight loss. According to information updated the latest on 1 August 2013 by the Turkish Medical Association, 8,163 wounded persons applied to public hospitals, private hospitals and clinics and infirmaries set up in areas where clashes occurred. 5 persons lost their lives, 106 persons suffered head trauma, and 63 persons received serious wounds of which one is in critical condition. 
According to the “Gezi Report” prepared by the Ministry of Interior which was covered by the media on 23 June 2013, 2, 5 million people in 79 provinces of the country took part in “Gezi Park” demonstrations, 4,900 persons were detained and about 4,000 persons were wounded. 
The Turkish Medical Association conducted a survey covering 11,155 respondents titled “Evaluation Report on Health Problems Faced by Persons Exposed to Chemical Riot Control Agents.” According to responses to and findings of the survey, people affected by chemical gasses are distributed to 41 different provinces and 94.8% of these people are in three largest metropolitan centres of the country. İstanbul is at the top of the list with 64.5% of all affected persons. Almost 7 out of 10 persons were heavily affected by chemical agents used. Symptoms include asthma and hypertension attacks, shortness of breath as well as some neurological and psychological symptoms. Yet, 92% of affected people received no professional health care or received some from volunteers around. The rate of hospital application or referral is around 5%. This suggests that there is a significant group who avoid applying to health facilities for concerns about being “blacklisted”, prosecuted, etc.
For its individual and public health related activities conducted in line with domestic and international legislation, more importantly with ethical principles related to human/patient rights, our Association is “classified” by Ankara Security Directorate which astonished us. As known by the public over some case files, Ankara Security Directorate, a part of your General Directorate, declared in its report TMA and Ankara Chamber of Medicine as “civil society organizations in opposition to the Government” together with many other professional organizations and trade unions. 
It is only normal that people worried about being “listed” while applying for professional health care will have the same concerns while thinking about bringing complaints against security forces harming them. It is unfortunately a reality that the working of governmental and judicial mechanisms in the country has created such an environment of fear and concern.  It is considered that your General Directorate’s failure in gathering information about persons losing their eyes might be another outcome of such fears and concerns. 
Health information conveyed to our Association by individual physicians and Medical Chambers is largely anonymous and devoid of personal information.  Further, even if information about the identity of patients was available in our records, it would still be impossible to provide such information given the right to health care without discrimination, obligation to keep patient information confidential and universal and national arrangements on the privacy of health data. 
We want to declare that we are open to any ready for any cooperation given that it is in line with medical ethics and norms enshrined in binding national and international instruments, for purposes of protecting individual and public health and identifying and applying sanctions to those violating the right to health. Considering that it may contribute to your work, we are annexing the Turkish Medical Association’s “Evaluation Report on Health Problems Faced by Persons Exposed to Chemical Riot Control Agents” and “Health Status of Demonstrators – 1 August 2013.”   
To your information with our regards, 
Dr. Bayazıt İlhan
Secretary General
TMA Central Council 
Annexes: 
1- Turkish Medical Association, “Evaluation Report on Health Problems Faced by Persons Exposed to Chemical Riot Control Agents”
2- Turkish Medical Association, “Health Status of Demonstrators – 1 August 2013.”   
