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GAS CANISTER DEBATE

When the Turkish Medical Association announced 9 persons lost their eyes from gas canisters used by the police, the Security asked who these persons are and the Association replied “We don’t know and we would not disclose their name seven if we do”. 
THERE ARE NUMBERS ABOUT PEOPLE GOING BLIND IN GEZİ EVENTS BUT NO NAMES 
An interesting dialogue took place between the Turkish Medical Association (TMA) and Security concerning the number of persons losing their eyes in Gezi demonstrations. The TMA replied “information is anonymous” to the question of Security about the identity of persons wounded. 

The General Directorate of Security launched an investigation on persons losing their eyes during Gezi Park demonstrations. The police trying to find persons wounded in demonstrations in order to bring charges against perpetrators could reach only 3 names. The Security then asked the TMA who gave the number as 12, who the remaining 9 persons are. 
WE WOULDN’T DISCLOSE IT

In its reply to the Security, the TMA said “Even if there were records, they would not be disclosed as required by patients’ rights to health services without any discrimination and universal principles of confidentiality.”  
THOSE WHO ARE RESPONSIBLE SHOULD BE FOUND 

In its writing to the TMA, the General Directorate of Security said, “In our investigation we could reach only 3 persons who, unfortunately, lost their eyes during events. We could not reach any information about the remaining 9 persons who are alleged to have lost their eyes as a result of police intervention.” At the end of its writing the Security asked TMA's cooperation to find those who are responsible and inform the public correctly. 

INFORMATION IS LIMITED TO NUMBERS  

In its reply to the Security signed by Dr Beyazıt İlhan, the TMA used some interesting expressions. It said there are 6 persons in Istanbul, 4 in Ankara and 1 in Antalya who were seriously injured on their eyes, but gave no information about the identity of these persons. The TMA said information given by individual physicians and local chambers of medicine is “anonymous” without personal information about the persons concerned.  
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